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This paper takes its starting point in a newly excavated well preserved Early Neolithic settlement
site in eastern Jutland. Through a series of analyses it seeks to demonstrate how it is possible to
gain detailed information concerning site structure, numher of inhahitants, duration of occupancy,
and types of activities on the site. The paper proceeds to show how the site can be fitted into a local
land use pattern when it is analyzed together with other sites. Finally a model for early neolithic
land use is sketched.

Whilc the settlement system of the Early Neolithic in Central Europe is beginning to be well
understood (Modderman 1970; Kuper &
Lüning 1980; Soudsky 1966; Soudsky & Pavlu
1972), the same is certainly not true in Northern
Europe.
In Denmark there have been suggestions of
Early Neolithic settlements consisting of one
(Skaarup 1975) or two communal long houses
(Glob 1949). Recently, however, it has turned
out that the long houses can be better understood as mortuary structures placed on older
settlement sites (Glob 1975; Madsen 1979;
Liversage 1981). Concerning the few other
claims for house structures on Early Neolithic
settlement sites, one must for reasons of documentation have strong reservations against
those from Strandegard (Broholm & Rasmussen 1931), 0rnekul (Becker 1953) and Knardrup (Larsen 1958). This then leaves only the
structures from Muldbjerg (Troels-Smith 1960),
Lindebjcrg (Liversage 1981) and Mosegarden
(Madsen and Petersen in press) to be considered.
The lack of acceptable house structures from
the Early Neolithic period presents a problem,
as settlement sites do occur in some quantity.
Rather than regard this sparsity as a stroke of
bad kick, we will try to demonstrate that it
should be seen as a result of the specific nature
of the house structures of that period and the
way in which the entire settlement system was
organized.

The basic information to be used comes from
a settlement site found beneath a long barrow
at Mosegarden, 10 km east of the town of Horsens in eastern Jutland (fig. 1). This site, extremely well preserved as it was, supplies us with
a body of information of great importance for
our understanding of the Early Neolithic settlement system in Denmark even though no organic material was preserved on the site. Thus the
main theme of the paper is firstly to present the
Mosegarden site in some detail, and secondly
to use the site in conjunction with further data
as a starting point from which to build a generalized model for the Early Neolithic settlement
system.

The Mosegarden settlement site
The excavations at Mosegarden took place
during 1978 and 1979. Our original intention
was to excavate a ruined megalithic tomb, but
soon it turned out that we were dealing with
two megalithic tombs placed in an older long
barrow, which covered a settlement site (Madsen 1979; Madsen & Petersen in press). The
long barrow was surrounded by a palisade
trench which held split timber trunks. A Carbon-14 date of 3130 ± 90 B.C. (K-3463) dated
charcoal from these trunks in an area where the
palisade trench cut the settlement site. Even
allowing for exceptionally mature wood and for
a variation of two Standard deviations, it is
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Fig. I. The position of the Mosegarden site and othcr Early Ncolithic sites in eastern Jutland.

hardiy likely that the paHsade should be younger
than 2900 B.C. The settlement site then, being
older still, is dated among the earHest neohthic
sites in Denmark.
In the foUowing paper only information pertaining to the settlement is taken into consideration,
and all structures related to the long barrow or
the tombs are left out of the site plans. Areas
where they have caused disturbances are left
blank.
The outline of the site was primarily determined by the colour of the soil (fig. 2). The
cultural deposits were in general characterized
by a reddish-brown colour containing numerous
small specks of burned clay as well as many

larger lumps. In a limited area to the cast the
colour changed abruptly to one of heavy black.
This deposit was composed of organic material
rather than charcoal. An old land surface which
bordered the cultural deposits could be detected
on most sides as a thin greyish coloured band.
Where this occurred beneath the barrow (between the two palisade trenches marked by long
blank stripes in fig. 2) it can be regarded as
contemporary with the settlement and thus constitute an effective delineator for the site. Where
it occurs outside the barrow it may be a later
formation and thus of no delineating value.
Inspection of the overall plan suggests that
most of the site has been preserved. Only in an

